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on an Arab street or on any street and 
be able to say ‘‘I am an Egyptian’’ 
without embarrassment. But most of 
all, they want their individual rights 
to vote in a free and fair election, to 
have a government that is not corrupt, 
that is responsive to their needs and 
desires but that, in fact, also looks out 
after the 36 million Egyptians who are 
living on less than $2 a day. 

These young people care about all of 
the people of that country. And they 
understand that under a repressive dic-
tatorship, no one is able to fulfill their 
potential. They may be well cared for, 
some of them, but as John Kennedy 
said in his first inaugural address: ‘‘Un-
less we are prepared to address the 
needs of the many who are poor, we 
can’t possibly protect the wealth of the 
few who are rich.’’ They understand 
this. 

It should also be said that in addition 
to upholding America’s most funda-
mental values, they are empowered by 
American industry, by our creativity 
and innovation. It’s Facebook. It’s all 
the social networking. It’s the Inter-
net. It’s Google. It’s all of that tech-
nology that we have exported through-
out the world. We should be proud of 
that. One was quoted as saying: The 
government can shut and lock all the 
doors on us, but they can’t close the 
windows of the Internet. 

This is a time when we should be ex-
cited, when we should be proud, and we 
should be on the side of the Egyptian 
people in Tahrir Square, Freedom 
Square. 
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JOB CREATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I have said 
time and time again that my top pri-
ority this session of Congress is to 
focus on job creation and growing our 
economy. I think that many, if not all, 
of my Democratic colleagues share 
that same goal. However, let me share 
a few numbers with you here this 
morning on this new session of Con-
gress. These numbers suggest that per-
haps not every Member in this body 
shares that goal. 

Five, the number of weeks that this 
House has been in session under the 
new leadership. 

Twelve, the number of bills the 
House has voted on. 

Zero, the number of House votes on 
bills that have been through their re-
spective committees. 

Zero, the number of House votes on 
bills intended to create jobs and ad-
dress what should be our very top pri-
ority. 

The most important contest we face 
today is not between Democrats and 
Republicans; rather, it’s America’s 
contest with competitors across the 
globe for the jobs and industries of our 
time. And economic growth is crucial 
for us to win this global race, not only 
for the future of our workforce but also 

as a way to balance our budget and 
drive down the deficit. 

During his State of the Union ad-
dress, I was happy to hear President 
Obama reiterate that we share the 
same top priority—jobs, jobs, and jobs. 
In fact, the Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve, Ben Bernanke, is sitting be-
fore the Budget Committee today. I 
plan to discuss the economic growth 
rate and the GDP with the Chairman 
later this morning. 

In June 2010, Chairman Bernanke 
suggested that the GDP would rise by 
about 3 percent over the course of the 
year last year and would likely in-
crease at a slightly higher pace in 2011. 
In fact, the fourth quarter of 2010 
showed a rate of growth at 3.2 percent. 
Compare that nearly double-digit turn-
around to the end of the Bush adminis-
tration where we saw a 6 percent down-
turn in GDP. 
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In addition to that slow but steady 
growth, we’ve seen the private sector 
add 1.2 million jobs, another stark 
turnaround from the final month of the 
Bush administration, where we lost 
more than 8 million jobs. 

Though we all acknowledge that job 
numbers need to grow more, I’ve been 
surprised at the enthusiasm for these 
GDP and private sector growth num-
bers coming from my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. They’ve been 
quite enthusiastic, claiming that the 
growth we’ve seen in the past few 
months is, in large part, from their 
policies. And yet we return to the num-
bers I mentioned previously—zero, the 
number of House votes on bills in-
tended to create jobs since the start of 
this new session of Congress—and now 
we look to finish the budget for this 
year and await the budget proposal 
from President Obama for next year. 

We heard a lot in the campaign last 
year about the other side’s job plan to 
cut and grow. In fact, we’ve seen that 
plan come to fruition through the Re-
publican Study Committee. They have 
proposed $2.5 trillion in discretionary 
spending cuts over the next 10 years. 
This plan would put more than 1 mil-
lion jobs at risk, halt our economic 
growth, and hurt middle class families. 
Let me repeat that. This plan would 
put at risk more than 1 million jobs. 

Some of the examples of job losses 
include small businesses, where some 
161,000 jobs would be lost due to $4 bil-
lion less in guaranteed loans. Law en-
forcement officials would lose their 
jobs where 12,900 jobs would be cut. Ap-
proximately 4,000 positions for FBI 
agents, 800 ATF agents, 1,500 DEA 
agents, and some 900 U.S. marshals 
would be lost, as would 5,700 correc-
tional officers in our Federal prisons. 

And 27,500 weatherization jobs would 
be cut. Just imagine, as one of the 
largest and strongest winter storms of 
the season just swept across the coun-
try, with some areas receiving record 
snowfall accumulations, temperatures 
that dropped dozens of degrees below 

zero, and deadly storms that knocked 
out power and left people in the cold. 
We are telling the weakest and need-
iest amongst us that they simply are 
not worth our investments. 

Americans’ top priorities are job cre-
ation and deficit reduction, and they 
demand that we work together to meet 
these goals. We are committed to def-
icit reduction, but we are not going to 
do it in an irresponsible way that will 
threaten jobs, economic growth, and 
the security of our middle class. 

The budget cannot be slashed at the 
expense of jobs and investments in 
transportation, clean energy, innova-
tion, and rebuilding—rebuilding Amer-
ica, not jeopardizing our economic re-
covery. 

I agree with President Obama that 
we must out-innovate, out-educate, 
and out-build the rest of the world, but 
we cannot risk our economic future by 
rolling back investments that will help 
our private sector grow and put people 
back to work. 
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PROPOSED CUTS TO FOREIGN AID 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, some of my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, the Republican 
side of the aisle, have suggested that 
America would be better off if we cut 
out foreign aid. 

In my opinion, there could be noth-
ing further from the truth, Mr. Speak-
er. Cutting foreign aid from the United 
States to our allies and others we want 
to work with around the world is vital 
to the U.S.’s national security. 

I’ll say it again. Our foreign aid that 
we give out, which, by the way, what’s 
the percentage of foreign aid in our 
budget compared to the whole budget? 
It’s 1 percent. It’s actually less than 1 
percent. Some people think it’s 20 or 30 
percent. It’s less than 1 percent of our 
whole budget. And what do we do with 
that foreign aid? We make alliances 
with trading partners. We make alli-
ances with strategic military partners 
all over the world. I think most Ameri-
cans understand we still live in a very 
dangerous world and we need allies and 
friends and partners. 

By the way, what does that foreign 
aid budget include? It includes money 
for embassies and diplomats, inter-
preters. Now, would we be better off in 
a big complex, interconnected, hostile 
world if we didn’t have embassies all 
over the world? If we didn’t have people 
who understood foreign languages? If 
we didn’t have people who had lived in 
these countries, who are Americans 
who lived in these countries but none-
theless understood the cultures and 
way of thinking and history of these 
other nations whom we are not yet 
friends with or whom we are friends 
with but want to be better friends with, 
or countries on the fence whom we 
want to bring over to democracy and to 
Western values? 
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